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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR INTRODUCING AND/OR COLLECTING FLUIDS FROM HE
INTERIOR OF THE UTERUS OF AN ANIMAL

(57) It comprises a tube or catheter (1) that is intro-
duced into the animal's vagina up to the cervix duct (19);
characterized in that it additionally comprises a flexible
probe (6) constituted of a first flexible tubular body (12),
and the outside of which is covered by a layer of a flex-
ible material; all to allow that the probe, after reaching
the distal end of the tube (1), may progress through the
cervix duct (19) and thereafter through the cervix horn
(22). This structure allows to introduce a fluid with sper-
matozoids, embryos or therapedutic solutions to the an-
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terior third of the uterus horn, or to obtain embryos from
the anterior portions of the uterus horn, and all this with-
out sedation or anesthesia and without disturbing the
animal's well-being.

To facilitate obtaining embryos, the probe includes
an elastic small external coating (28) that is inflated
through aflexible tube (27) for adapting itself to the uter-
us horn (22) preventing refluxes when carrying out ab-
sorption.

It is essentially applied to porcine livestock, small
ruminants and any other animal species.

14

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



EP 1177 776 A1

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International appiication No.
PCT/ES 00/000423

A

CLASSIFICATION CF SUBJECT MATTER

[PC 7 : A 61D 19/02, 19/04

According to International Paten Classification (IPC) or to both pational classification and IPC

B.

FIELDS SEARCHED

1A 61D 19/02, 19/04

Minimum documertation scarched (classificanon sysiem foliowed by classification symbols)
IPC7

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the felds searched

CIBEPAT, EPOQUE

Electronic data base consulted during th¢ intemational search (name of datz base and, where practicable, search terms used)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Category* Citation of document, with indieation, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

A | US 4100923 A (EDWARD M SOUTMERN) 18 July 1978 (18.07.78)

A US 4173227 A (ROBERT E.J. LASSOU et.al) 6 November 1979 (06.11.79)

A EP 0214043 A1 (INSTITUTE NATIONAL DE LA RECHERCHE

AGRONOMIQUE) 11 March 1987(11.03.87)

A US 4701164 A (ROBERT CASSOU et.al) 20 October 1987 (20.10.87)

A EP 0478155 Al (OVAMED CONPORATION) 1 April 1992 (01.04.92)

A US 5249610 A (ROBERT CASSOU etal) 5 October 1993 (05.10.93)

A EP 0803237 Al (TURIN ENRIQUE MORACIO) 29 October 1997 (29.10.97)

A US 5916144 A (JEWEN LI et al) 29 June 1999 (29,06.99)

O

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

l__x] See patent family annex.

upm
“Er
“»
“o”
wpn

Special categories of cited documents:

dgﬁnmgth: state of the art which is not consideted
1o be of particular relevance e
earlier document but published cn or after the imernational filing date
dommmwhxd:mythowduubSmpnomydnm(s)orw&s
&ted to mﬂshﬁegubkmnmdmofanoﬁamwordh«
special reascn (as specified)

domnnreiemngtomwaldmclm:re,use,ednbmmmodm
means

d blished prior to the I filing date but later than
m;mm:ydmdamed

o

“xX

sy

later d blished after the international filing datz or priomity
dnzandnmmconﬂmwnhlheapphanonbmaudtoun erstand

the principle or thecry underiying the mvemtion

d it of particul ; the claimed mvemion cannot be
mdﬂed novel or cannot be comsidered to imvolve an inverive
step when the docurnent is taken alone

document of particular relevance; the claimed mvention cannot be
copsidered to invelve an imventive step when the documcm is
cembined with one cr more other such ¢ such

being obvious 1o a person skilled in the art

&"  docament member of the same patent family

Date of the actnal completion of the international search
2 February 2001 (02.02.01)

Date of mailing of the international search report
16 February 2001 (16.02.01)

Name and mailing address of the ISA/

Facsimile No.

S.P.T.O

Authorized officer

Telephone No.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (Fuly 1952)

10




	Bibliographic data
	Abstract
	Description
	Claims
	Drawings
	Search Report
	968epo_1.pdf
	Bibliographic data
	Abstract
	Description
	Claims
	Drawings
	Search Report




