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67 ABSTRACT

A process for producing a dihydric phenol preferably
bisphenol-A consisting of the steps of (1) formulating reac-
tion ingredients of phenol, acetone, recycle bisphenol A,
impurities, an acid catalyst and water, (2) reacting the
ingredients to form a product mix consisting of bisphenol-A,
unreacted phenol, by-products, acetone and water, (3) crys-
tallizing the product mix forming a slurry of bisphenol-A/
phenol adduct crystals solid phase, (4) separating the solid
phase from the liquid phase by filtration, (5) removing the
phenol from the bisphenol-A/phenol adduct to obtain a
crude bisphenol-A, and (6) purifying the crude bisphenol by
fractional melt crystallization to obtain a bisphenol-A of at
least 99.5% purity. Optionally, the process may include the
steps of recycling the liquid phase from step (3) back to the
reaction step after removal of the water of reaction, and
further removing entrained phenol and acetone from the
removed water of reaction which phenol and acetone is also
recycled back to the reaction step.

16 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet

A statutory invention registration is not a patent. It has
the defensive attributes of a patent but does not have the
enforceable attributes of a patent. No article or adver-
tisement or the like may use the term patent, or any term
suggestive of a patent, when referring to a statutory
invention registration. For more specific information on
the rights associated with a statutory invention registra-
tion see 35 U.S.C. 157.
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